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The Papists of New College: I 
 
This short piece offers a list of Catholics associated to varying degrees with New College during 
the Reformation period. The appended list, based on a study of entries in the Oxford Dictionary of 
National Biography, groups individuals into five categories: Elizabethan exiles (by far the most 
numerous), musicians, university men, deprived clergy, and lawmen. These categories are designed 
to give the reader an idea of the orbits in which these men moved, and of their careers beyond the 
College. It is offered as a prelude to further research, particularly to work building on the editions 
of the Benefactors’ Book by William Poole and Anna-Lujz Gilbert in recent issues of New College 
Notes.1 
 
 
Abbreviations: 
Alumni Oxonienses Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714, ed. Joseph Foster (Oxford, 1891) 
BHO British History Online <https://www.british-history.ac.uk/> 
CCEd The Clergy of the Church of England Database <http://www.theclergydatabase.org.uk> 
ODNB The Oxford Dictionary of National Biography <

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/
http://www.theclergydatabase.org.uk/
http://www.oxforddnb.com/
/sites/default/files/2018-12/9NCN6%20%282018%29%20Poole%20on%20New%20College%20Library%20Benefactors.pdf
/sites/default/files/2019-07/11NCN5%20%282019%29%20Gilbert%20on%20Library%20Benefactors%27%20Book_0.pdf
/sites/default/files/2018-12/9NCN3%20%282018%29%20Parrott%20on%20New%20College%20and%20the%20Reformation.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/5851
http://www.historyofparliamentonline.org/volume/1509-1558/member/skinner-ralph-151314-63
https://doi.org/10.1093/ref:odnb/11535
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in 1553, who seized upon the opportunity of Mary I’s accession to effect Catholic renewal in the 
spiritual and liturgical life of the College. Mary’s Catholic restoration—and indeed reformation, 
being influenced by reforming trends within the Church to combat the threat of Protestant heresy 
—provided the backdrop to the introduction of Thomas Stapleton and Owen Lewis to the 
fellowship, but even before Mary’s accession, two new fellows—John Rastell and John Martiall—
had brought Roman sensibilities back to the College. 

The fellows were more vocal against the rising tide of Protestantism thereafter. Theirs 
would be a scholarly resistance, of such impressive quality that Penry Williams would call New 
College ‘the chief Oxford stronghold of the humanist exponents of the Catholic faith’.6 Williams 
was thinking here of the formidable brothers Nicholas and John Harpsfield, and of the would-be 
exiles Nicholas Sanders, Owen Lewis, and Thomas Stapleton. These were 

of

of

and 

would

 Penry 

 

would 

https://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-1714/pp679-705
https://www.british-history.ac.uk/alumni-oxon/1500-1714/pp480-509


/sites/default/files/4NCN5%20%282013%29%20Bohun%20Apocalypse%2C%20Ms65.pdf
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APPENDIX: CATHOLICS ASSOCIATED WITH NEW COLLEGE AFTER THE REFORMATION 
 
 

± imprisoned for religion or Catholic intrigue 
† martyr 
§ member of the English College at Douai, Louvain, or Rheims. 

 
Elizabethan Exiles 
 
Thomas Butler§ (b. 1532/3, d. in or before 1591), Catholic priest, translator. Fellow 1551–62.18 
Thomas Darrell§ (b. 1538/9), Catholic priest. Matric. 1555. Fellow 1559–62.19 
Thomas Dorman§ (c. 1534–c. 1577), Catholic controversialist. Prob. fellow c. 1550.20 
James Fenn§±† (c. 1540–1584), Catholic priest, martyr. New Coll. chorister.21 
John Fenn§ (1535–1615), Catholic priest, translator. Fellow 1550–62.22 
John Fowler§ (1537–1579), printer, translator, editor, publisher. Fellow 1555–59.23 
Thomas Harding§ (1516–1572), theologian, Catholic controversialist. Fellow 1534–54.24 
Thomas Hide§ (1524–1597), Catholic controversialist. Fellow 1543–50.25 
Owen Lewis§ (1533–1594), bishop of Cassano, Naples. Fellow 1554–62.26 
John Martiall§ (1534–1597), Catholic controversialist. Fellow 1551–52.27  
? Sir Christopher Perkins§ (1542/3–1622), diplomat, Jesuit. Attendance New Coll. 
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