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Bells and Books: Not What You Might Expect in Oxford’s Dreaming Spires 
 
With over one hundred libraries, Oxford is an excellent place to be if you are a librarian. In 
addition to the seventeenth-century Bodleian Library are faculty and departmental libraries and 
each of the colleges, of which there are over thirty, has its own library catering for its college’s 
members. Oxford is also a superb place to be if you are a bell ringer with a high concentration of 
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of six bells was originally recorded as being in the tower in 1643. This was increased to eight 
bells 
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